END OF THE KING AND OF THE GIRONDE

weaken. Barere appeared in the tribune and on behalf
of the Committee of Public Safety proposed that the
Committee of Twelve be dissolved, but that the armed
force of the city be placed under the authority of the
Convention. The proposal was greeted with hoots and
groans. Vergniaud thereupon called upon the deputies
to leave the hall in a body, since it had been taken
possession of by the mob. He himself started towards
the exit, expecting his colleagues to follow. They
remained seated, and he turned back somewhat
sheepishly.

Robespierre took the floor.

"Your Committee of Public Safety has made various
proposals, I adopt one: the dissolution of the Com-
mittee of Twelve." As for giving the Convention
control over the military force of the city: "There are
men here who would punish this insurrection. It would
be absurd to give them the power to do so. But are the
measures your committee proposed the only ones it is
necessary to take? You must purge the army; you
must. . "

"Conclude!" shouted Vergniaud.

Robespierre turned on him savagely.

"Yes, I will conclude, and against you! Against you,
who wanted to send to the scaffold those responsible
for the revolution of the loth of August! Against you,
who have never ceased your incitements against Paris!
Against you, who conspired with Dumouriez! Against
you, who wished to save the life of the despot! Against
you, whose crimes have called forth the protests which
you now seek to impute as a crime to your victims!
My conclusion is to demand the indictment of all the
accomplices of Dumouries and of all those named by
the petitioners."

Vergniaud paled under the onslaught. He did not
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